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Instructions 

 

1. Write your candidate number on the cover of each answer book. 

Do NOT write your name in the answer book. 

 

2. Start each answer on a separate page of the answer book. 

 

3. Write your answers only in the answer books provided. 

 

4. This is a three-hour examination. 

 

5. This is an open book examination. 

 

6. Reading time for this paper is 15 minutes.  Do NOT begin writing in your 

answer books during this period until you are instructed to do so. 

 

7. This paper consists of 3 pages, including Part A and Part B. A total of 50 marks 

may be awarded. 

 

8. Part A contains one compulsory question with four sub-sections. The question 

contains no element of choice. Candidates should attempt all four sub-sections 

in the order in which they appear on the paper. Part A is worth 30 marks. 

 

9. Part B contains two short questions. This part also contains no element of 

choice. Candidates must answer ALL two questions. Part B is worth 20 marks. 

 

10. The passing mark for this paper is 25 marks. 
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PCLL Conversion Examination January 2020 
 

Criminal Procedure 
 

PART A (30 marks) 

Long Fact Pattern 

 

Question 1 

 

An off-duty plainclothes police officer (PW1) was returning home along Nathan Road. He 

noticed a male (D) was trying to open the doors of some vehicles parked on the road. PW1 

suspected that D was trying to steal valuables from those vehicles. PW1 approached D with 

the view to arrest him. D immediately ran into a restaurant which was closed for 

business. PW1 followed D to the premises. The owner of the restaurant (PW2) stopped PW1 

from going inside. PW2 shouted at PW1, saying "why are you chasing my friend (i.e. D)? 

These are private premises, you can't go in". PW1 identified himself as a police officer and 

explained to PW2 that he wanted to arrest D who was hiding inside. PW2 repeatedly refused 

PW1's requests for entry. PW1 broke open the outer door of the restaurant and, after a brief 

search, found D hiding in a store room. PW1 arrested D for the offence of attempted theft. 

 

D was subsequently taken to the police station. The police discovered that D was on the 

wanted list for an unsolved rape case. A police sergeant (PW3) wanted to collect a sample of 

fingernail from D in respect of the rape case.  

 

Question 1.1 

 

Is PW1 entitled to arrest D before D has gone into the restaurant? On what grounds 

and give authorities for your answer.                      (9 marks) 

 

Question 1.2 

 

Is it lawful for PW1 to break open the door of the restaurant to search for D? 

          (9 marks) 

 

Question 1.3 

 

Assuming the arrest of D is lawful, does PW3 have the right to collect a sample of 

fingernail from D for the purpose of investigation of the unsolved rape case? Give 

reasons for your answers.                  (9 marks) 

 

Question 1.4 

 

Assume D is charged with the offence of attempted theft and that he is currently 

unemployed with no savings and assets. The charge that he faces will be tried in 

magistrate's court. Advise D what he can do in order to have a lawyer represent him, 

despite his lack of money.                  (3 marks) 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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PART B (20 marks) 

Short Answer Questions 

These questions are NOT based on the above Long Fact Pattern. 

 

Question 2 

 

Lily Lam (D) was charged with an indictable offence of trafficking in dangerous drugs. The 

case will be tried in the Court of First Instance. The prosecution has asked the magistrate to 

appoint a day for D’s committal to the Court of First Instance. D intends to plead guilty to 

the charge. You are instructed to represent her. 

 

a. Advise D of the procedures for pleading guilty to the charge.            (5 marks) 

 

b. Assuming D was sentenced to a lenient sentence of 10 years' imprisonment, to 

whom and on what grounds may the prosecution apply for a review of sentence 

against D?                                (5 marks) 

 

Question 3 

 

David (D1), aged 17 and Jane (D2), aged 15 were convicted in District Court for the offence 

of burglary. D1 had a number of convictions and had served a 2 months' imprisonment term 

before. D2, on the other hand, had a clear record and strong family support. In the light of 

the young age of D1, the court called for Rehabilitation, Detention and Training Centre 

reports before sentencing. The court was inclined to pass a lenient sentence in the case of 

D2. 

 

a. Which one, if at all, of the three Centres may D1 be lawfully sentenced to?    

                        (5 marks) 

 

b. Is it appropriate for the District Court to sentence D2? Can any other court pass 

sentence?                                (5 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ End of Examination Paper ~ 


